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ANOMALOUSRESULTSFOUND IN EWDP HOLE

Early preliminary data of geochemical sampling in one of Nye County's Early
Warning Drilling Program Phase I (EWDP) holesyielded higher than background
levels of radioactivity. Nye County scientigts are verifying these preliminary
results by re-sampling and rerunning sample splits. It isnot known at thistime
what the source of the radioactivity might be.

"Good science dictatesthat we verify these initial results. We moved quickly to do
that. We will have additional resultsin afew days" said Les Bradshaw,
Department Manager of the Nye County Department of Natural Resources and
Federal Facilities. "Until we verify these preliminary results, we will not be able to
determine the source of the anomaly and determine what it might mean."

The hole isbeing drilled as part of Nye County's Early Warning Drilling Program,
awell-drilling program aimed at gathering additional geological and hydrol ogical
data south of the Nevada Test Site. Samplesfrom the drill holes are routinely run
for awide variety of information at labs independent of the U.S. Department of
Energy. Drilling and sampling are scheduled to continue through 2000.



